
 

PROPERTY : 

GARFIELD ROAD WEST, MARSDEN PARK. 

LOTS 85, 86 AND RESIDUE OF LOTS 1 TO 4 INCL. SEC. 1 DP 1477  

 

 

MY NAME IS GWENDA HOBERG 

MY SUBMISSION AND MY OBJECTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:  

 

I am extremely upset over and disappointed with the plan you have made for my property at 

Marsden Park North.  

My husband Charles Persak, purchased this property over 50 years ago for the sole purpose of 

having a reliable retirement plan.  We have paid the rates over all those years, even when it was 

difficult, so that we could always be assured of our nest egg.  Our long term goal was in sight, just 

down the road from our home.  Charley would always comment “there’s our house at the beach” 

(meaning we would sell it for our retirement) whenever we drove past. 

As a small business in Riverstone we have been trading 7 days a week for 52 years with very few 

breaks.  We have worked very long and very hard with only 1 week off in the past 11 years.  Over the 

last 37 years we also owned and operated 4 Auto Parts stores in regional NSW.  Computerisation of 

cars dramatically changed how car maintenance occured.  Backyard car servicing which was a HUGE 

source of trade for us, has given way to highly specialist centres who buy their own parts direct from 

manufacturers.  We understood that, and over the past few years downsized to just the Riverstone 

store, managed now ALL BY MYSELF.   Charley’s son works for me.   

As mentioned above, we planned to sell the land in question to be ready to retire after my dear 

husband turned 75 in January 2018.  However, it pains me very deeply to say that on 29th October, 

2017 Charley died suddenly and unexpectedly in his sleep.  We were best mates, soul mates, giving 

every moment to each other.  This has left an enormous hole in my life.  I find it very difficult to cope 

with the grief and to even just function, all of the time still struggling to manage this flailing business 

7 (now 6) days a week to pay my mortgage and provide some income for myself.  I am now 69 and 

putting every bit of energy into everything that was so very important to Charley, maintain my home 

and the gardens which were his pride and joy to make him proud.  My husband and his business are 

my entire life.   

The last thing I expected was to be widowed and left to battle this on my own.  I am left with very 

little income, no chance of pension or any help from anywhere, and I am facing a self-funded future 

alone at 70.  

I find myself, at this crucial time of life, losing the “retirement fund” that we worked so hard for. I 

had planned to put the property on the market after the official 12 month period of mourning (a 

custom which my family have always adhered to after losing one’s                 LIFE PARTNER)  



Our land at Marsden Park is one of the highest points in that area, has a corner position on a main 

road and, AS PRIME REAL ESTATE should have been zoned R2 at least.  My plan to sell this year has 

now been dashed and my plan to have some sort of retirement ruined because some planners have 

proposed to put a road right there.   

As directed by your representatives and the booklet I have been given, I am placing the “retirement 

fund land” on the market for sale in the beginning of November – after the 12 month mourning 

period.  I simply have no choice. 

This decision by NSW Planning, HAS DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES FOR ME IN TERMS OF TIMING 

AND ANY HOPE OF FINANCIAL SECURITY AS I AGE.  

The land now being for main road leaves me with only one buyer - the RMS - which seriously 

disadvantages me.   The decision to move Robert Road from its current position to be redirected into 

my land seems odd.  Why would it not continue on the path it currently is, taking only some of my 

land for the expanded intersection?    

The proposed change in zoning to RMS purposes stops me from moving forward with my late 

husband’s retirement plan.  An R2 zoning like the majority of land in this location would mean I 

could go to the market and sell for a good price right now. 

I seek either reconsideration of the purpose of my land so I can sell it to the open market or urgent 

purchase by RMS at market rate. 

Please help me, I am in a very delicate and difficult position, facing hardship ALONE.  

 

 


